The Steps to War
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-Assassination of heir to the Austria-Hungarian throne, Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo, Bosnia, Austria-Hungary (drought and depression of more concern to Canadians)
-Ultimatum from Austria-Hungary to Serbia (all demands accepted, except for inclusion of Austria-Hungary in the judicial inquiry of the killings)

-Russia mobilizes against Austria-Hungary to help Serbia

-Germany mobilizes against Russia

-Germany invades France through neutral Belgium (Von Schlieffen Plan)

-Ultimatum from Britain to Germany (rejected)

-Britain declares war on Germany (therefore, Canada is involved)


-1839 treaty to respect Belgium neutrality


-Alliance with France

-Canadians and Englishmen eagerly enlist

-Both sides of Parliament welcomed war and declared a political truce for its duration

-Borden: “to put forward every effort and make every sacrifice necessary to ensure the integrity and maintain the honour of our empire”

-PPCLI (Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry): British army in Canada

-First contingent of troops sent o Salisbury Plain, England (rained 99/123 days of camp)s
